This land is your land.

From California,

To the New York island.

From the Redwood Forest,

To the Gulf Stream waters.

This land was made for you
and me.

"o This Land is Your Land, § § This

This land was made for you
and

That ribbon
of highway,

1 saw above me

That endless skyway.
.

1 saw below me

This Land was made for you

I've roamed and rambled,
- ax

And T've followed
my footsteps

To the sparkling sands of

Her diamond deserts;

And all around me

A voice was soundin,

his land was made for you

From California

To the New York island.

From the

Redwood Forest,

To the Gulf Stream waters,

This land was made for you
and me.

And dust clouds rolling,

A voice was chanting

This land was made for you 1 saw my people As I go walking
and g

1 saw a sign there. 1 seen my people;

Nobody living

Can ever make me turn back.

But the other side, it didn't
say nothing.

Is this Innd made for you and
That side was made for me? ;

PS K Novi -

ARSKER Yok

In the shadow
oA
of the steeple, Nobody living

can ever stop me.

Land s My Land, S

From California,

To the New York island.

From the Redwood Forest,

To the Gulf Stream waters.

A

The Land"

Woody Guhve

Witen n 1940

Faik singer Woody Gthrie wites one of his
best-knownsongs, “This Landis Your Land.

Bom in Okemah, OKahoma, in 1912,
Guthrie lived and ‘wiote of the American

son of a successful politician and
his early teens his
mother fel ill and the family split apart. For

country by freight train. Among
possessions were a guitar and harmonica
Guthrie_discovered an eager audience

bos and migrant workers for
the country-folk songs he had leamed in
Oklahoma

In 1937, he traveled to Calfornia where he
hoped fo become a successful westemn
singer. He appeared on several West Coast
radio shows, mostly performing traitional
folk songs. Soon, though, he began to
perform his own  pieces based on his
experiences living among the vast amies of
the poor and dispossessed created by the

reat Depression. Many of his songs
reflected a stong commitment to_the
common working people, and he becarme
something of a musical spokesman for
populistsentiments.

This Land Is Your Land." which Guthrie
wrote while living in New York City, reflected
not only Guthrie's support for the common
folk, but also his deeplove for his country.
celebrated the beauty and
grandeur of America while the chorus drove
home the populist sertiment that the nation
belonged to all the people, not merely the
fich and powerful. Probably the most
famous of his more than 1,000 songs, “This
Land Is Your Land was also one of his last
Leter that year Guthrie moved to New York
e his career was soon after interrupted
by World War Il After sening in the
Merchant Marines, he returnedto New York,
where he continued to perform and record
his old material, but he never matched his
earler prolific output.

Guthrie's careerwas cutshortin 1954, when

that had Kiled his mother. His later years
in aNew York hospital where he
received visitors like the adoring young Bob
fan, who copied much of his early style
from Guthrie. Guthrie died in 1967, having
lived long enough to see his music inspire a
whole new generation and “This Land is
Your Land" become a rallying song for the
ciilights movement.

Source: History.com editors
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